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To Children's Children 

descendants of General David Thomson and his Wife, 
Betsey Suggett 

THIS SKETCH IS DEDICATED 

It is well to recall and record the honest achievements and noble 
character of those who have gone before. 

LEST WE FORGET 

A memorial to General David Thomson was originally begun by 
Mrs. M, Efc Smith. Ill health prevented its completion. Later at the 
request of Mrs. Sarah E. Cotton this sketch of General Thomson's 
life was prepared by Laura J. Y eater. The genealogy was compiled 
by Elvira Jones Hunley, 



MRS, MARTHA E. SMITH, 
Granddaughter of (i»jn. David Thomson 
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GENERAL DAVID THOMSON 
The first American ancestor of General David Thomson was Sam-

el Thomson, who was born in Ayreshire, Scotland. On account of 
lis religious faith, being an Anabaptist, he was obliged to leave this 

Presbyterian stronghold. He went first to Wales in 1715, from there 
to Virginia in 1717, where he lived as a merchant in Richmond. In 
1T1G he married Molly McDonald, a Scotch girl, of Clan MacDonald, 
Giencoe, Balmawhaple. Their son, William Thomson, so far as any 
records show, was an only child. He was named for his grandfather, 
William Thomson, gent, of Blair Manor, Ayreshire, Scotland. 

This American William Thomson was born in 1727. In 1752, at 
the age of twenty-five he married Aunc Rodes, also of Scotch parent-
age. She was born in 1731, being eighteen years of age at the time 
of her marriage. From this union there were twelve children. 
David, the eleventh child, was born August 21, 1775. Sarah, the 
twelfth child, was born April 5, 1778. William Thomson, the father, 
died hardly more than two weeks after the birth of this child, April 
22, 1778. Little Sarah lived only three months, dying July 10, 1778. 
David was thus the youngest son and the youngest living child of 
his mother, who was left a widow at the close of the Revolution. 
The nQxt oldest brother was nine years older than David. 

William Thomson, the father of Gen. David Thomson, was of 
pure Scotch descent, but a Virginian born and bred. While the son 
of a merchant, he seems to have married a planter's daughter and to 
have been himself a planter. His name, that of his wife and of his old-
er son are all associated with' Louisa County, Virginia. He must have 
been a man of such education as the time afforded. His father was 
a Scotchman ranking as gentleman at a period wheu Protestant Scot-
land challenged any country in Europe for educational advantages. 
Possibly Samuel Thomson, the emigrant, was in his youth one of the 
Scotch school masters who were the tutors and school teachers of 
the early 18th century throughout the colonies and particularly in 
the South. William Thomson lived in the stirring times that, preceded 
the Revolution. He was a contemporary of three great Virginians, 
being five years older than George Washington, nine years older than 
Patrick Henry and sixteen years older than Thomas Jefferson. He 
must have known these men well. He was of a dissenting family 
and dissenters are usually radical in politics. Patrick Henry 
lived in Hanover County, adjoining Louisa County on the east. He 
was in fact a member of the House of Burgesses from Louisa County 
when in 1765 he made his famous resistance to the stamp act closing 



with his all but treasonable charges against King George. Thomas 
Jefferson was from Albemarle County, which joined Louisa Count) 
on the west. William Thomson died at fifty-one. David at that time was 
a child of three. He could have had no very definite memory of hi* 
father. Like George Washington, he was the child of his mother's 
rearing. Anne Thomson, like Mary Washington, was a woman of ex-
cellent judgment and high ideals. 

In 1789, eleven years after the death of her husband, Anne Rod<< 
Thomson entered land in Scott County, Kentucky, and moved then 
with her younger children. David at this time was fourteen year* 
of age. It is quite probable that the widow Thomson joined relative 
in Kentucky as the name Rodes appears among Scott County people. 
She lived in Kentucky and remained a widow up to the time of her 
death in 1802. 

The following facts about Gen, David Thomson are based on his 
diary, which today is in the possession of Mr. David Thomson, of 
Pettis County, Missouri, a great grand-son, and on various incidents 
in his life contributed by different relatives. ' 

The first entry in the diary shows that David at the age of eigh-
teen went as a volunteer with General Scott on an Indian campaign 
in 1793. Three years later, in 17J.17, at the age of twenty-one he 
made a trip to New Orleans. He mcagerly reports that he set out 
March 8, landed in New Orleans April 24, that he set out for homo 
June 4, and arrived there July 27. lie was doubtless part of a flat 
boat gang that was carrying interior supplies by water down to New 
Orleans later to be shipped to the armies of Europe at that time em 
gaged in the Napoleonic Wars. New Orleans was then one of th<r 
great shipping ports of the United States. Its produce was brought 
almost exclusively down the Mississippi on flat boats. Of David's 
five months away from home, almost three were spent in traveling. 
Records like this of slow transportation and long distances are one 
of the urgent causes for the invention of the American steamboat. 
It is also one of the reasons why the Whig party with its demand 
for highways and other public improvements appealed to the farmers 
of the Middle West. The memory of that youthful trip was in itself 
enough to make David Thomson a staunch Whig. Young David was 
pleased with his southern trip. This first taste of travel made him 
anxious to see the world in another direction. Probably this desire 
was also stimulated by an eagerness to spend the profits from his 
sales. At any rate in the fall of the same year he went back to 
Louisa County, Virginia, on a visit to his brother William and his 
family. He briefly described the visit as "taking winter quarters/ ' 
In his old age as he lived over his youth in intimate conversation 
with his grandchildren, he spoke with- evident pride of the up-to-date 
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fjiiipment he had for this visit, particularly of his ruffled shirts. 
1 twenty-one young David was quite dressy. Throughout his life he 

ivas punctilious about his personal appearance. 
For an interval of five years there is no entry. During this 

'period he was going about his business as a general farmer and at 
the .same time was acquiring considerable experience in the operation 
and management of mills. The milling industry was one of the first 
industrial ventures to develope in a pioneer farming community and 
young Thomson was keen to grasp the needs and opportunities of the 
situation. September 5, 1801, when he was twenty-six years of age 
David Thomson was married to Betsey Suggett, nineteen years of age, 
also of Scott County, Kentucky. He was intimately associated with 
his wife's people throughout his life. The Thomsons and Kuggells 
were families of culture and refinement with high ideals of conduct 
and high standards of living. Of this marriage ten children were 
horn, five boys and five girls. 

The next entry is in the fall of 1805 when with two partners he 
marketed a drove of 515 hogs in Richmond, Virginia, driving them 
over the mountains. This was evidently a prosperous venture, for 
five weeks after his return to Scott County he took a drove of horses 
to Norfolk, Virginia. This time he took the southern route by Cum-
berland Gap, through North Carolina, down the Roanoke to AJbcmaWe 
Sound and from there up the coast to Norfolk. With part of the pro-
ceeds he purchased some negroes in Hampton, a very concrete evi-
dence of his success as a stockdealer. He was three months on each 
of these trips. Here was another argument for his Whig belief. Eight 
years before he was away from home five months marketing by water 
a cargo of dead weight produce in New Orleans. Now he was three 
mouths driving hogs, and three months driving horses to the markets 
of the eastern seaboard. Only live stock could go thus over the Alle-
ghanies. Dead produce was still forced to go to market by way of 
l>sew Orleans. Handicapped by long distances to markets, the wes-
tern farmers could not hope to compete with farmers east of the Alle-
ghanies. Further the time given to transportation was lost to pro-
duction. Not for several years and never to any great extent after-
wards did David Thomson engage in long distance transportation 
and marketing. His interests for some time were centered nearer 
home, principally in developing farms and in operating mills. As 
the youngest son and the youngest child his home was with his wid-
owed mother on the land she had entered on coming to Kentucky in 
178,9. To this home he took his wife in 1801. His mother died the 
next year. Not until 1807 is there any mention of any laud purchase. 
That year in partnership with William Suggett, his wife's brother, 
he bought 160 acres of land on North Elkhorn at $10.75 an acre. 
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In eighteen years all the desirable land in Scott County had been en-
tered. In little more than this time laud entered at $1.25 an acre 
had increased seven hundred per cent in value. This shows a rapidly 
advancing stage of development. The hunters and trappers 
and forest rangers of Daniel Boone's day had all disap-
peared- Pioneer farmers who took their land from the govern-
ment had passed beyond the Ohio and the Mississippi. We 
now have in Kentucky the coming of the gentleman farmer with 
his carriage, his plans for turn pike roads and a more liberal 
education. Prosperous villages were springing up, and larger 
market towns, such as Louisville and Cincinnati, with a culture and 
conveniences approaching those of the eastern cities. This land which 
Thomson and Suggett had purchased was particularly desirable as a 
mill site for we find that the following summer they built a paper 
mill. These young men were quick to see the cultural needs of their 
community and the growing demand for books and newspapers. 

There is almost no mention of land sales in his memoranda, Ilis 
mother's estate must have been settled up at her death. Presumably 
he sold his paper mill with adjacent lands in a few years, for in Janu-
ary, 1812, he purchased two hundred acres of John Suggett, another 
brother of his wife's, at $17 an acre and moved his family there dur-
ing the same year. Either his continuing prosperity or the urgent 
request of his wife is registered in the purchase of a clock shortly 
after moving to the Suggett farm. lie improved the place at once 
by planting an orchard of five hundred trees. This was laid off by 
the cardinal points, each row from east to west had seven trees. So 
carefully did he record the details that the description of any tree in 
the plot could be found from his memorandum. Three years later, 
March 14, 1815, he records the planting of four rows of pear trees 
from the house to the road. On the same day Jack Lightfoot sowed 
apple seed for the nursery. He seemed to have always this desire for 
an abundance of orchard trees about him. He moved his family again 
five years later in 1817. Now a man of fortyvtwo he bought a paper 
mill and a merchant or grist mill with one hundred twenty acres of 
land on North Elkhorn for which he paid .$11,000, a good sum for 
that day when money had a large purchasing power. This was an 
improved place as the merchant mill had been there twenty-five 
years. The paper mill, however, had been built only two years. 
David Thomson evidently preferred industrial, executive and specu-
lative activities to the ordinary agricultural activities of a farm. 
His family lived in a manner proportionate to his means. Before mov-
ing to this place he built a new brick house. Up to this time he must 
have lived in the more primitive log houses that marked the pioneer 
communities. Two years later he built a much more pretentious house 
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for his family and turned over the old one to Iris negroes. The con-
tract for the new bouse called for brick work by one man, woodwork 
by another and plastering by a third, showing that skilled labor was 
employed and a degree of elegance insured in the family residence. 
This was his home so long as he lived in Kentucky. 

He must have bought and sold various land tracts without mak-
ing any mention of them in his diary. An entry of August, 1821, 
records the sale of some land on Cane Run, three hundred and one 
acres at $30 an acre to Gordon F, Saltonstall. In part payment he 
took Dick, his wife, Kessiah, and three children at $900. At the time 
of purchase Dick was forty-nine years old, Kissiah was forty-one. 
The three children were Augustine, aged six, Bickham, aged three, 
and Louisa, aged two. From a list of slaves made late in life we 
know that he owned during his life time thirty-three male negroes* 
and twenty-nine female negroes. They were always well cared for. 
They were well housed as we know that he turned over to them a 
brick dwelling built for his own residence. The term family to him 
included all who looked to him for care and maintenance. One record 
reads: "We had the measles in our family in February, 1829, About 
twenty of our family had it, whites and blacks." At another time 
he records an epidemic of whooping cough. Out of the twenty-four 
children who had it two of the small negroes died of it. He assumed 
the responsibility of care-taker for this flock of dependents. Many 
pages in his diary are given over to household recipes and simple 
treatments for diseases prevalent among men and livestock. Among 
these are several remedies for negro consumption. Comparatively 
little mention is made of his own children. Manlius, the oldest son, 
as a young man was at times associated with his father in business. 
Milton, at the age of fifteen, received in 1828 an appointment to the 
Military Academy at West Point. Some additional preparation in 
French was necessary, for he spent the following winter at home 
tutoring with Mrs. Mantel!. After this he returned to West Point 
Melcena, the youngest child, gets special mention because of her iso-
lated case of whooping cough, being born after the wide spread epi-
demic had visited the Thomson plantation. David Thomson wTas a 
careful man in business. There are frequent records of floods injur-
ing his mill dams and of droughts stopping his mills. As a planta-
tion manager he notes the dry years and the wet years with results 
for crops and cattle, also insect pests and all kinds of diseases among 
men and beasts, with various remedies. Prices of land, also of crops 
and other sales are noted. Boat routes and land routes with distances, 
often with latitude notations, are recorded. He often drew maps for 
locating lands and routes. Records are made of improvements in 
his mills, showing that he was resourceful and progressive. He was 
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a man of great and varied business activities. His business success 
is shown not only in his comfortable manner of living, his prosperous 
farms and industries, but also m his various investments. In 1817, 
at forty-two years of age. be is one of a group of men associated Li 
financing the Kentucky Insurance Company, one of the early day 
stock companies which in that community served financial interests 
much as our banks do today. 

Besides being a man of affairs in the business activities of 
his community, David Thomson was prominent in the mili-
tary defense, which was so necessary in the early days of 
Kentucky. It has already been mentioned that when a lad of eigh-
teen he served as a volunteer under General Scott against the Indians. 
Three years later. March I, 1800, he was elected captain of a company. 
In 1807, February 17, he received a major's commission, later he 
received a colonel's commission for the 12th Regiment During the 
war of 1812 David Thomson was in the campaign which the sharp 
.shooters of the West carried into Canada. This entry in his diary 
briefly describes the Battle of the Thames: "On the 20th of .May. 
1813, started on a campaign in a mounted regiment commanded by 
Richard M. Johnson and on the fifth of October we fought the British 
and Indians on the bank of the River Thames in Canada near the 
Moravian towns, where I commanded the second battalion. The en-
gagement lasted one hour and forty minutes when the enemy who 
were three to one in number were completely routed and between 
five and six hundred of the British taken prisoners with a large quan-
tity of stores, e t c / ' Robert E. McAfee, an eye witness of the engage-
ment, gives a detailed account of this battle in his History of Ken-
tucky. From this it appears that .Major Thomson was the command-
ing officer who led the charge against the Indians after Colonel 
Johnson, his superior officer, had been wounded and removed from 
the field. There was tierce hand to hand fighting in the swamps 
where the American troups were obliged to dismount. Here Teeum-
seh was killed and the Indians routed. While there is no positive 
evidence to prove the statement, there is a family tradition that Major 
David Thomson killed the Indian Chief Teeumseh, At any rate, he 
led the charge against the Indiana, who stubbornly held their ground 
after the British had fled or surrendered. David Thomson was spir-
ited in action and fearless in command. To these qualities he owed 
his military promotions. January 21, 1814, he received command of 
the 6th brigade of militia with the title of brigadier general. Janu-
ary 31st of the same year he was made commander of the 3rd division 
of Kentucky militia with the title of general. He continued in this 
command more than six years, when he resigned. 

In Kentucky there was some honor attached to the distinction of having 
killed Teeumseh. The New International Encyclopedia (1917 Edition) says 
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there la ft I radii inn tliat Colonel Johnson killed the Indian Chief Tecutnseh. 
Similarly there is a I radii ion in the Tfaomsoa family that David Thomson 
killed Tecumseh. Richard M. Johnson, Coiigresamaii train Kentucky in 1813, 
raised a mounted regiment for service in Canada. He was felie colonel of 
i his regiment and in command of it in the Canadian campaign. According 
to tIn- statement of Robert E« McAfee, above quoted, "Colonel Johnson, in 
charge of the second battalion, was assigned by General Harrison to attack 
ilio Indians. olonel Johnson headed the right column, Major Thomson 
headed the left column. Colonel Johnson's advance guard were nearly all 
cut down by Hie first fire from the Indians and he himself waa severely 
wounded. Colonel Johnson ordered his column to dismount and come up in 
Iltte before the enemy as the ground which they occupied wan unfavorable 
For operating on horseback. The line was promptly formed on foot and a 
fierce* conflict wns then maintained for mv&n or eight minutes with consid-
erable execution on both sides. The Indians not having sufficient fire anus 
to sustain very long a fire BO close and warm and terribly destructive soon 
pave way and fled through the brush into the swamps, after they had learned 
of the defeat of their British allies and the loss of their Chief Tecumseh/1 

<>u the withdrawal of Colonel Johnson from the field the command of the regi-
nienl fell to Major David Thomson. The chances are in favor of David Thorn-
oil's killing TecurusfiL In the first place, he commanded one-half the troops 

and had an even chance at the Indian chief. In the second place, a man 
seriously wounded in the first fire, forced to dismount and come to fierce 
hand to hand fighting and later to withdraw from the field, had small chance 
to bring down the leader of the savage warriors. Later Richard M. Johnson 
held various offices in the national government. He was Congressman again, 
also Senator, and from 1837 to 1841 was Vice-President of the United States 
wiili Van Bur en as President. In political campaigns his reputation as an 
Indian fighter was carried over the contry in this refrain to some doggerel 
verses: 

Rumsey! Dumsey! 
Colonel Johnson killed Tecumseh! 

David Thomson is reported to have said that while ho killed Tecumseh 
himself since prestige as an Indian fighter was political capital for Colonel 
Jnhnson, a friend, a neighbor and a relative by marriage* he had no desire 
to contest Johnson's claim. David Thomson received after the battle spoils 
taken from the body of Tecumseh. An earring is now in the possession of 
Mrs. Theodore Shelton, of St. Louis, a great granddaughter. This earring is 
of English make. It is somewhat larger than a silver half dollar but not 
so heavy. It is factory made, cut with a stamp from a sheet of metal and 
very simply hand chased. The design is the swirl of the Persian pattern 
or the Paisley pattern as It was later known after its adoption into Scotch 
mills. Along the lower rim is a border of drops or petals. There was also 
brought to Major Thomson after the battle a tomahawk, presumably Tecum* 
seh's. This tomahawk was also made in England. During the colonial 
period white traders brought the natives iron hatchet heads and the stone 
ones were gradually discarded. Among the Indians east of the Mississippi 
at this time these British made hatchets had one cutting edge, the other 
shorter end was formed into the bowl of a pipe which communicated with a 
tubular hollow in the handle, Urns made to serve as a pipe stem. As com-
mantling officer, Major Thomson would naturally receive these trophies. His 
claim to killing Tecumseh Is in no sense based on having them in his poses-
sion. 

General David Thomson served his state not only as a .soldier 
and military officer hut in civil capacities as well, fn August, 1811, 
James Johnson became the high sheriff of Scott County and so had 
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to resign his seat in the Senate. David Thomson was elected almost 
unanimously to fill the unexpired term of one year. He was twice 
elected after this by large majorities to the Senate, serving in all 
nine years- (1S11 to 1S20). Later, in 1828, he records in his diary 
that he was again a candidate and was defeated by his opponent, 
Garrett Wall. In 1820 he received an appointment as Assistant Mar-
shall under \. T. Mason, Marshall of the State of Kentucky, for tak-
ing the census of the United States. General Thomson had Scott 
County as his district and was allowed one dollar for every one hun-
dred persons of all descriptions. The census report gave, 

Totdl number of white persons in Scott County 9,545 
negroes H " 4,674 

all persons " " 14/219 
In 1824, four years after his last term as Senator, he was sworn 

in aa the principal sheriff of Scott County. At this time he was 
forty-nine years of age. His son, Manlius Thomson (aged twenty-two) 
and Asa Smith, a brother-in-law, were his deputies. This is the last re-
corded public office that General Thomson held. Prom this time on, 
he devoted his energies largely to business investments. 

In 1824, the same year that he was sheriff, General Thomson and 
Asa Smith, his deputy, secured a government contract for furnishing 
supplies to Federal troops stationed at Fort Smith, Arkansas. Asa 
Smith took the first consignment m the spring, traveling by water 
in keel boats. General Thomson took the second consignment in the 
fall. On the first trip Smith left home on the 11th of April for Cin-
cinnati, where he loaded two keel boats with army provisions. Thom-
son wTent to Frankfort and from there took the whiskey and part of 
the soap down to Louisville, where he turned it over to Smith and 
Capt. Robert Perry who had charge of the boats. They bought an 
additional flat boat at Louisville and still another at the mouth of 
the Cumberland. The whiskey and soap traveled thus on five 
different rivers, the Kentucky, Ohio, Mississippi, White and Arkan-
sas, and according to Thomson's estimate, nearly fourteen hundred 
miles. Smith was on the road to Fort Smith from April 11th to 
July 5th, eighty-five days, a little less than three months. Thomson 
was one hundred days on the road making the same trip, October 
20th to February 18th, fully four months. Thomson had more delays. 
He drove eighty-six hags to Cincinnati and had them made into 
pickled pork, in this eighteen days were consumed. He was further 
delayed in Louisville six days. The journey home was much quicker 
than the flat boat journey to Ft. Smith. Thomson was nine days 
coming down the White river from Ft. Smith when he took the steam-
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boat Cavalier. In eight days he reached Louisville, and from there 
was home in Scott County in one day. Thomson and Smith undoubt-
edly realized a considerable sum on this contract. They were en-
titled to large gains in return for their time, their labor and the risk 
of carrying cargoes on flatboats down the Ohio with its falls, the 
Mississippi with its great volume and impact of water, and up the 
Arkansas, a river practically unused and certainly unimproved at this 
time. Until they left the Mississippi they were floating down stream, 
the keel boats after that were cordelled, according to the western 
phrase. A cordelle or tow line was fastened to the center of the boat 
and it was drawn by men along the shore. By means of a rudder 
the boat was kept parallel to the shore line. The French term shows 
that it originated with the Canadian voyageurs. It was a common 
term and custom in the early days of the West and Southwest. This 
was the usual way of ascending the unimproved inland rivers, and 
the only way to approach Fort Smith, at this time one of the most, 
western forts in the United States. Thomson and Smith carried their 
cargoes and crews through a wild country, subject at any time to 
attacks from hostile Indians. There were few settlements along the 
Arkansas, stopping places were reported by their mileage westward 
and by their latitude. 

Thomson from this time on makes larger investments in a wider 
field. In 1825 he made a trip to Vandalia, Illinois, where he purchased 
seventy-eight quarter sections of land, fifty-three at public sale for 
taxes and twenty-five at private sale. In this land deal his son 
Maulius was a half partner. General Thomson evidently made simi-
lar visits to Ohio and similar land purchases. From a letter written 
to a friend in Ohio he speaks of land there which his friend had 
bought from him. In 1830 he makes another visit to Illinois to look 
at lands, nor was he unaware of small bargains near hwne. In July, 
1827, there was a flood in Scott County which raised the Elkhorn 
about eight feet. Among other damages it carried away William 
Craig's mill house. Shortly after George R. Smith, a son-in-law, 
bought out Craig's land and General Thomson gave Smith $500 for 
one acre which included William Craig's late mill site. Always he 
had an eager eye for milling opportunities. 

Young David Thomson had come as a lad to Scott County, Ken-
tucky when land was to be had almost for the asking. Indians were still 
a familiar sight, both friendly and unfriendly. The health and vigor 
of the young man had gone into developing wild acres into well tilled 
farms and into promoting industrial projects in his local community. 
During the thirty or forty years of his residence in Kentucky land 
values had risen immensely. Good lands in choice sections were ex-
hausted. While living expenses per capita were not so high, the plan-
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tation life of tlic South was never economical. With a large family 
of children to rear and educate and with a retinue of slaves to ca 
for, the demands upon a householder were <juite heavy. The keener 
competition of younger men and more advanced industries did not 
appeal to him. Living nearer to nature and less in populous commu-
nities was more to his taste, He saw possibilities in the newer west. 
To him land values in Kentucky seemed inflated. With sons and 
sons-in-law just ready to enter business life the only wise course for 
men of their tastes and economic vision was to follow the frontier 
line whieh wa* steadily moving westward. General Thomson's first 
visit to Missouri was in the fall of 1825. The lure of the wrestern 
land was very strong at this season. With the planter's harvest in and 
the Indian summer to tempt him to out of door traveling, he went 
prospecting in the newer states across the Ohio and the Mississippi. 
James Suggett, his wife's brother, had settled with his family in 
Boone County, Missouri General Thomson on his first visit to them 
traveled through the northern part of the state and was particularly 
pleased with the Blues. But he bought no land. Illinois at that 
time looked more tempting than Missouri as a field for investment 
for on his return to Kentucky he went by way of Illinois where he 
purchased land. A few years later, in the fall of 1830, with two 
sons-in-law, Lewis Kcdd Major and George R. Smith, he went land 
hunting again in Illinois, but no purchases are recorded. The next 
October, in 1831, he came with this same son-in-lawT, Lewis Redd 
Major, again to the Boone County Suggetts. By this lime Missouri 
lands looked better. Thomson and Major each purchased six hun-
dred acres in Saline county at $1.25 an acre. This was General 
Thomson's first land purchase in Missouri. A year and a half later, 
in the spring of 1833, Thomson and Major again came out to Missouri 
and entered more land, this time in Pettis County, In the fall of 
this same year, General David Thomson and his two sons-in-law, Lewis 
Redd Major and George R, Smith, brought their families from Scott 
County, Kentucky, to Pettis County, Missouri. Besides disposing of 
his lands and mills in Kentucky, General Thomson made arrange-
ments by which slave families might be left intact. Where there 
was intermarriage with a neighbor's negroes, it was necessary some 
times to buy or some times to sell. The journey was made in a little 
less than six weeks, from October 6th to November 13th. The most 
remarkable event of the journey he records as follows; On the 
twelfth, the night before we got home, we were encamped at Mrs. 
Scott's at the crossing of the Lamine and saw a most singular phe-
nomenon in the sky. There were thousands of meteors shooting across 
the heavens in every direction. They commenced between nine and 
ten o'clock and continued nntil day. In the following year Mentor 
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'hmiison, a son of twenty-three, with his family, joined his father 
Pettis County. For a time all four families lived in a place which 

Vneral Thomson purchased of John Tra/nniell. Pettis County was 
aid off in the same year and two years later, in 1835, Georgetown 
as selected as the county seat. General Thomson was largely in-

ihientinl in choosing the site. Wood and water were responsible for 
jie choice. Two never failing springs, one to the north, one to th<e 
with, and a group of well wooded hills appealed to the pioneer far-
aers. To them prairie ground was poor. Tall timber meant fertile 
toil. General Thomson named the new county seat Georgetown in 
imor of Georgetown, the county seat of Scott County, Kentucky. 
fter a residence of forty-four years in Kentucky, the home that he 
id known since he was fourteen years of age, he left behind him 
he friends and associations of a life time and came at the age of 
ifty-eight to establish a new home in a new country. Although ad-
anced in years, General Thomson entered cheerily into developing 
is lands in Missouri. In 1840 he built a handsome brick house for 
is family near Elm Springs, three and one-half miles northwest of 
rcorgctown, in which he lived for twenty years. He planted orchards 
s he had done in Kentucky. In 1844 pecan trees were planted in 
he corners of the fence on the west side of the orchard. These 
ecan trees are standing there today. He built a saw mill and a grist 
11111 on Big Muddy. His diary tells of bridge building, of floods and 
roughts, how he was finally driven by the uncertainty of water power 
o start a horse mill, built by Harden Corum at a cost of $135. As 
e grew older, later entries record minor details, they grew farther 
,nd farther apart. He writes of the plank fence around the yard, 
he repairing of the tin gutters, the two sheds put on the sides of the 
itchen. In 1857 Mr. Phillips came to board with him on the 5th 

[of June and Mr. Wheeler on the &th of June. In 1858 the planting 
if the corn, the oats and the sugar cane are all recorded. His last 

[entry is in late October, 1860, when he whitewashed the roof of 
is house to protect it from falling sparks and from the weather, 
e carefully gives the recipe for the wash and adds 

ithe most of the shingles had been on twenty years. 
|house is still standing, a very substantial structure today, 
and about it some of the trees that General Thomson planted there 
eighty years ago, cedars and locust trees, the sure sign of an emigrant 
jfrom Kentucky. The old horse block still stands at the gate, a huge 
jniill stone, with a smaller one beside it for a step. These stones are 
today monuments to the milling industries of David Thomson. His 
wife, Betsey Suggett Thomson, died April 11} 1857. Four years later, 
in October, 1861, General David Thomson died at the age of eighty-
nix. The last of life was saddened for him by the loss of his wife 
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and by the national distress of our great civil war. After the di 
of his wife the care of his home fell to his youngest son, Monroe. 
In the autumn of 1861, while experimenting in making sorghum from 
sugar cane, he had a severe chill. After a brief illness he was stricken 
with paralysis and died a few days later. During his last illness 
in a chance conversation with a son-in-law he spoke of the end which 
he felt was near with the faith and courage of a man of good con-
science. He was buried beside his wife in the family burying ground 
a few yards south of his residence at Elm Spring. 

It is very unfair to this gentleman planter and early day enter-
priser to form an opinion of his character and philosophy of life from 
a register of business transactions, of official elections and of military 
services. His diary is no record of his thought life and his estimate 
of values nor of the genial kindness which endeared him to his familv 
and friends. Along with the memoranda of the diary is a sort of 
scrapbook where miscellaneous selections were put away, a few letters. 
a number of poems, some clippings from newspapers, some useful in-
formation, many recipes and remedies for the household. From these 
keepsakes we can form some idea of his mental attitudes. 

David Thomson was never a confessed believer in the Christian 
faith or doctrine. He was always an earnest member of the Masonic 
order. A number of Masonic poems and a letter of Benjamin Frank-
lin copied into his diary well express ins humanitarian interpretation o* 
religion. He had firm convictions in regard to an overruling provi-
dence and the immortality of the soul. In some verses addressed to 
Betsey, bis wife, he plainly shows his belief in a reunion hereafter. 
His attitude toward religion was always respectful. He was never 
a profane man. He always said grace at his table. It was his cus-
tom to attend church with his wife and in his later years he spent 
much time in Bible reading. He was always intolerant of supersti-
tion. To the grandchildrens* breakfast table report of dreams, with 
evident faith in their significance, he would exclaim, "Tut ! Tut! 
Tut!" This was his weightiest expression, in this case meaning, "We 
must have no nonsense like that." He was always courteous, always 
considerate of the feelings of others. His reproofs were always gen-
tle. He was a very humane man. One victim of the rigorous form 
of pioneer discipline, tar and feathers, found in David Thomson's kind-
ness great comfort, a bath and a suit of clean clothes. From a letter 
to a friend who had joined a Shaker community in Ohio, we see that 
he was level headed in matters of doctrine and practice. He was 
never led astray by any of the religious vagaries of his day. The 
spirited tone of this letter written in a burst of outspoken contempt 
shows the deep feeling that he had for mental as well as moral de-
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basement. The following copied into his diary (perhaps of his own 
composition) was typical of David Thomson's attitude toward the in-
ner meaning' of conduct. There is much outward shell of cynicism 
but at heart love, or Christian charity, is the great essential, 

INTERROGATIONS. 

1. What is Courage but the boldness of a Lyon or the fierceness of a 
Tiger? 

2. What is Meekness but the softness of a woman, or the weakness of a 
child? 

3. What is Politeness but the grimaces of a Monkey, or the foolleries of 
a fop? 

4. What is Justice but passion or pollicey? 
5. What is Wisdom but craft and Subtilty? 
6. What is Faith but dry Opinion? 
7. What is Hope but blind presumption? 
8. What is Alms giving but Ostentation? 
9. What is Martyrdom but stubborness? 

10. What is Devotion but a mockery of God? 
Without love all is as a sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 

General Thomson was held in high esteem by his neighbors in 
Scott County, Kentucky, who repeatedly elected him to represent them 
in the state Senate. His record in the Senate is that of a thoughtful, 
painstaking, conscientious man. He held other offices, both military 
and civil, as a marked proof of the respect and confidence which was 
due him. 

Strangely enough there is nothing among his papers to betray 
the political views of a man who for ten years wras officially engaged 
in the political activities of his state. He was a contemporary of 
Henry Clay, of Andrew Jackson and of Thomas H, Benton, He cer-
tainly knew Henry Clay personally and was naturally interested in 
the issues that made Jackson and Benton, men of the new West, 
leaders in our national political life. But he makes no mention of them 
in his diary, nor is there any allusion to them in his selections. The poli-
tical poems in his diary hark back to an earlier day. There are a num-
ber in honor of Washington, some written at the time of Lafayette's 
visit to this country in 1821. There is one about Bunker Hill, one 
about Commandore Perry. His heroes are rather military than po-
litical. The quality of sacrifice that was called out by war appealed 
to him. The issues of his own day were more commonplace. To a 
practical business man they were a matter of business, not of senti-
ment. Any man who had floated cargoes down the Mississippi and 
driven hogs across the Alleghanies could be an ardent Whig without 
being sentimental about it. 

While David Thomson was not himself college bred, having gone 
into frontier Kentucky at the age of fourteen, he had the essentials 
of a practical education and evidently had literary tastes which unfor-
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tunately were not trained. He was a reader of the current literat 
of the day and had a large library for those times. The parlor 
it was called then) of his home at Elm Spring in Pettis County had 
the south wall on either side of the fire place well lined with boob. 
His interest in paper mills was to him a vital as well as a commercial 
interest. He keenly appreciated the advantages of education. Ilk 
children were all well schooled. Manlius, his oldest son, was a college 
president in Kentucky. His other sons were all sent to college. Mil 
ton and Morton were both early day teachers in Pettis County, Ilj§ 
daughters were sent to the best gills' schools of the day. As a public 
official in Kentucky ho made some study of the problem of public 
education and heartily endorsed the educational movement which was 
then beginning to interest the new Western states. He made a thor-
ough study of the Lancastrian or Monitorial system, so conspicuous 
in the early part of the nineteenth century, and saw the advisability 
pf iu adoption in populous centers. Education in his own fami!\ 
was of the traditionally aristocratic type so prevalent in the s< 
where tutors or teachers were privately employed. The manner <rf 
living, the social customs, the habits of thinking in the Thomson faniilv 
were all distinctly southern. While General Thomson invested freeb 
in land in Illinois and Ohio, it was purely for speculation. His pref-
erence in choosing a home was for Missouri where the easy going. 
slave attended, cordial hospitality suited his genial temperament. He 
had a discriminating and refined sense of humor as can be seen front 
some of his scrap book selections. He loved to hear and to tell good 
stories. He was a man of fine sensibilities withal. The pure Scotch 
blood in him may have made him partial to Scatch songs. There 
are a number in his collection, Auld Lang Syne, The Banks of the 
Dee, Scots Wha Hae wi Wallace Bled and John Anderson, My Jo, 
John. Among these classics there appears considerable of the cur-
rent verse of the day. Where the order of the poetry is not high, 
it is recommended by its sentiment. His favorite song was an appre-
ciation of wife, children and friends. There was no musical instru-
ment in the home of David Thomson. He, his wife and his children 
were accustomed to sing as they went about the day's work. The 
family often sang together in the leisure of the evening or on holi-
days or on.company days. 

Betsey Suggett was in every way quite worthy of her husband. 
She came of good Kentucky stock. Her brothers were successful 
men in professional and in business life. Her sister's son, Richard 
M. Johnson*, was vice president of the United States. She had the 

•This Is the Colonel Johnson who gathered to himself the honor of having 
killed the Indian Chief, TecumsetL 
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iibitions of the women of her day. Her house was famous for its com-
orts mid its cleanliness. Her servants were well trained. Her 
?hiJdren in manners and morals were most creditable. She was a 
riv religious woman and impressed this religious attitude upon her 
fiildrea, all of whom, with one except ion, were professing Christians. 

The ten children of this family all grew to manhood and to woman-
\]U><H}. Route reflected great honor on their parents, not one of them 
klisgraced the name. Maniius, the oldest son, was president of George-
town College, Kentucky, and also Lieutenant Governor of that state. 
Betsey Thomson was the capable mistress of a large household which 
v,.(s often left in her charge in the prolonged absence of her husband. 
In playful deference he often referred to her as the Landlady. She 
kvas careful of the larger interests of the household, at the same time 
•alleutivc to details. She laundered her own caps, she tied her hus-
band's cravat every morning, she dressed her own butter, she gave 
grand dinners that were memorable occasions in the county, she 
(trained her slave women and managed their industries. lTp to within 
ten days of her death, at the age of seventy live, she was in charge 
of her house. White the Thomson home was simple in its appoint-
ments, it had all the comforts of that day and was open in generous 
hospitality to friends and strangers. The simple life of the pioneer 
prevailed in this household. Poor Richard's maxims were favorites 
with David Thomson. He actually lived them. Five was his rising 
hour and nine his retiring hour. He tried to establish this program 
with his grandchildren and often quoted to them: 
I He that rises at five is sure to thrive, also 

lie that rises at six is apt to fix some disease of some kind cm 
the body or the mind. 

He urged them to wash their morning faces in the spring some 
fifty yards below the house. Mrs, Cotton won great favor by her 
early runs to this spring. On the strength- of this test he often said 
that Sarah would be some account. The old gentleman was a great 
believer in cold water. He fitted up a primitive shower bath for 
himself by having a bucket of water so poised on a high porch shell 
that he could pull a cord and receive the flow of water through a tin 
strainer or seive. It was the special task of one of the darkey boys 
to see that this bucket was filled for the morning bath during the 
shower bath season. The slaves on tin* Thomson plantation repre-
sented a fair degree of skilled and diversified labor. He had carpen-
ters, stonemasons, millwrights and blacksmiths. Similarly among the 
women slaves were spinners, weavers, seamstresses and cooks. Dis-
cipline of a mild but. effective kind prevailed in the darkey cabins 
and in the immediate family. The slaves were never punished. 
While they did not fear they thoroughly respected the authority of 
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their owners and always served them acceptably. If David Thomson 
ever used tobacco it was in his youth. In later years he did not u& 
it in any way, nor did his wife, although many Southern women of 
that period either dipped snuff or smoked a pipe. Liquor was never 
used as a beverage in General Thomson's home. Eggnogg was served 
on rare occasions, always at Christmas. Wbiskey and brandy were 
used as flavors in cooking. There wTas no drunkenness on any of 
the Thomson plantations, either among the whites or among the cot 
ored people. When we consider the customs which prevailed in pio-
neer countries, this relative abstemiousness showed great strength of 
character and self control. 

As we view General Thomson's long life of eighty-six years 
through the perspective of a century and a half and more we can ap-
preciate this high type of man that has passed away. He was one 
of the modest empire builders who rapidly developed our middle west 
from Indian haunted prairies to cultivated farm lands and town cen-
ters. In the history of two states, of Kentucky and Missouri, General 
David Thomson was a gentleman pioneer, a planter and a promoter, 
a man of business and of public affairs. In the social life of any 
community where he made his home he was respected and belove/1. 
In his family he was peculiarly sympathetic. Through four generations 
he lent himself in turn to the needs of a widowed mother, to the 
plans and enterprises of his own generation, to the hopes and welfare 
of his sons and sons-in-law and in his old age his home was a delight-
ful retreat for the grandchildren, even for the great-grandchildren. 
That particular type of life has passed from among us. Men and 
women of the Thomson blood are today living in various parts of 
United States from the Atlantic to the Pacific, some in our 
possessions in the Orient. The memory of General David Thomson 
may well be a proud memory for these many scattered descendants 
His was a life of able efforts and of generous impulses. His old age 
was crowned with love, respect and honor. His memory is dear to 
all who knew him well. 
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Residence or Gen, David ThOms on at Elm Spring, Near Georgetown, Mo 
Built in 1840. 



Burying Ground of the Thomson Family at Elm 
Spring, Near Georg^towii, Ma 



SELECTIONS PROM THE MISCELLANIES FOUND IN GENERAL 
THOMSON'S DIARY. 
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A SERIOUS LOVE SONG. 

Written t>y David Thompson to hla wife Betsey. 

Remember, Betsey, death is sure, 
All earthly pleasure is but o'er; 
And to refine this house of earth, 
A passage through the jaws of death. 

We'll separate the filth and dross, 
And nothing good will e'er be lost; 
A mortal life we now possess, 
Imperfect 'tis, by all eonfessed. 

Yet length of life shall ne'er decay 
A passion like the sun's array; 
From every other charmer free, 
My human heart shall follow thee. 

Devouring time with stealing pace 
Makes marble towers and walls of brass 
Acknowledge with submission low, 
And gently with their heads to bow. 

Yet thou alone shall be my theme; 
Not like a shadow or a dream, 
Till shades of death shall close the scene, 
And brighter worlds snail intervene. 

When I am gone, if thou be left, 
In sorrow dwell of joys bereft, 
No sorrow can my breast approach 
Nor pains my mortal limbs encroach. 

But wrapt in everlasting sleep, 
Neither hear thee sigh nor see thee weep; 
Let philosophy in eminence 
Be thy counsel and thy sense. 

Philosophy, a balsam kind, 
The best of cordials for the mind; 
Dispelling sorrows and despair, 
Removing pain from all our care. 

Till death shall us unite again, 
Our souls that shall no more be twain; 
And then eternal sounds shall roll, 
Increasing joys with every soul. 
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WIFE, CHILDREN AND FRIENDS. 

One of General Thomson's Favorite Songs. 
One day when to love the black list was presented, 

A list for what fates for each mortal intends; 
At the long string of ills a kind goddess relented, 

And slipped in three blessings, wife, children and friends. 

In vain surly Pluto declared he was cheated, 
For justice divine could not compass its ends; 

The scheme of man's fall he maintained was defeated, 
For earth becomes Heaven with wife, children and friends 

If the stock of our bliss is in strangers' hands vested, 
The fund ill secured oft in bankruptcy ends; 

But the heart issues bills, which are never protested, 
When drawn on the firm of wife, children and friends. 

The soldiers whose deeds shine immortal in story, 
Whom duty to far distant latitude sends; 

With transport would barter whole ages of glory, 
For one happy hour writh wife, children and friends. 

Though honor still glows in his life warming embers, 
The death wounded tar who his country defends 

Drops a tear of regret as he dying remembers, 
How blessed was his life with wife, children and friends. 

The spice breathing gale o'er his caravan hovers, 
The Arabia's whole fragrance around him descends; 

The merchant still thinks on the woodbine that covers 
The bower where he sat with wife, children and friends. 

The day spring of youth still unclouded by sorrow 
Alone on itself for enjoyment depends. 

But dreary's the twilight of age if it borrows 
No smiles from the warmth of wife, children and friends. 

Let the breath of renown ever freshen and nourish 
The laurel that o'er the dead favorite bends; 

O'er him waves the green willows and long may they flourish, 
When washed by the tears of wife, children and friends. 
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THE COTTAGER'S DAUGHTER. 

(Tune to The Banks of the Dee.) 
This old love song adapted by General Thomson to do honor to his oldest 

daughter Kvira is the rare expression of a father's love and admiration. 
Ah tell me, ye swains, have you seen my Elvira, 

Ah say have you seen the dear nymph on your way ? 
Transcendent as Venus and blithe as Aurora, 

From Neptune's bed rising to bail the new day. 
Forlorn do I wander and long time have sought her, 

The fairest, the rarest, forever my theme, 
A goddess in form, though a cottager's daughter, 

That dwells on the borders of Elkhorn stream. 

Though lordlings so gay and young squires have sought her, 
To link her fair hand in the conjugal chain; 

Devoid of ambition, the cottager's daughter, 
Convinced them their wealth and their flattery was vain. 

When first 1 beheld her I fondly besought her, 
My heart did her homage and love was my theme; 

She vowed she'd be mine, the fair cottager's daughter, 
That dwells on the borders of Elkhorn stream. 

Then why thus alone does she leave me to languish? 
Elvira to splendor would ne'er yield her hand; 

Ah, no, she returns to relieve my fond anguish, 
O'er her heart love and truth still retain their command. 

The wealth of (Jolconda could never have bought her, 
For love, truth and constancy still were her theme, 

Then grant me, kind Heaven, the cottager's daughter, 
That dwells on the borders of Elkhorn stream. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GARNER McNEMAR, A SHAKER, 
AND GENERAL THOMSON. 

Union Village, Warren Co., Ohio, 
Dec. 7th., 1824. 

Dear Sir: 
In consequence of the union that existed between me and thee in 

years past and not hearing from thee for a long time except by Richard 
Sebree, who came to our habitation about a year ago and gave me 
^reat satisfaction in hearing of your welfare, I have not been in the 
habit of writing much for some time, but as an acceptable opportunity 
presents itself by some of our brethren journeying to Pleasant Hill in 
Kentucky, I shall drop a few lines which will give thee a short account 
of my experience. I have for about fourteen years been united with 
a people who in derision are called Shakers, with whom 1 have enjoyed 
a great satisfaction of mind, although my bodily health for some years 
hath not been good. For your satisfaction I will present you with a 
book which will inform you in relation to our faith, testimony and 
manlier of life, and serve as an apology for my short letter. In relation 
to my family the deaths are recorded in the book. If John is living he 
is in the state of Tennessee. Folly lives on Eagle creek near the old 
place. Hugh J. Richard lives with me in Warren county, and is well. 
I desire thee to be so kind as to let William Shortridge have a share 
with thee in the perusal of the book, and after perusing it would be a 
satisfaction to me to receive a few lines in friendship from thee, 
directed, Lebanon post office. So no more, but remain your friend 
and well wisher 

GARNER McNEMAR, 
To David Thomson. 

Kentucky, Scott Co., 15th., Nov. 1825. 
Dear Sir: 

On my arrival from the Arkansas, I was informed you had written 
to me and sent me a book as a present. On reading your letter the 
recollection of many social hours which we had passed together were 
brought to view. You remember your residence on Cane Run and 
the hospitality and sociability of your neighbors while there, and you 
have not forgotten the subsequent purchase of land you made of me 
and your removal to it in the state of Ohio, and the agreeable time 
we had together at your house after you had improved the place and I 
visited you. The recollection of these events must give you pain be-
cause they have passed away not to return. They were the golden 
days of your existence. The voice of reason was then the man of your 
counsel. You were the kind and obliging husband, the affectionate 
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father, the friendly neighbor and the worthy citizen. But alas, how 
is it now? In place of reason you have superstition, blindly submitting 
to priestcraft. In place of being a kind and obliging husband, you 
have without cause dissolved the sacred ties of matrimony, falsified 
your vow made on the altar in the face of your country and in the 
presenee of God. You have discarded the wife of .your bosom, the 
mother of your children, dissolving the tie of blood and kindred, and 
the decree of heaven which gave woman to man as a helpmate, you 
have set at naught. In place of being an affectionate father, the 
tender offspring is abandoned, or, what is worse, driven by a parental 
authority beyond the confines of reason and prosperity into a state 
of mental slavery and brutal drudgery totally subversive of human 
character. And in place of being a friendly neighbor, you have with-
drawn yourself and your means beyond the reach of neighborly friend-
ship, and sunk below the cheering horizon of sociability and that 
happiness which is the sure reward of deeds of charity. And in place 
of being a worthy citizen your society have declared themselves expat 
riated while living in and enjoying the protection of the best govern-
ment on earth, by refusing your aid toward the protection of our 
lives, our liberties, and prosperity, whilst that aid has been rendered 
to them, 

In the order of creation man occupies an excellent station. He is 
made in the image of his creator, endowed with the power of reason 
beyond any other on earth, and in his scientific researches has aston-
ished while he has improved his fellow men. This is worthy of his 
character and his Creator, Hut for a iree man voluntarily to surrender 
the use of his time to the discretion and direction of a fellow being 
who, w'th the ignis fatuus of religion, serpent-like winds himself into 
your credulity and assumes the right of performing your mental labor! 
Tims you consent to descend from the elevated station in which your 
Creator left you, and like the other beasts of the field you are well 
qualified for your master's use. Had I the least hope of your returning 
to the natural and indefeasible right of exercising your mental powers, 
I should be much more solicitous; but knowing the great power of 
custom and that you have been so long (you say about fourteen years) 
without thinking for yourself, I consider you beyond the reach of 
friendship's warning voice. I am led to believe that your society is 
permitted to stand as a monument of folly and delusion, so that yours. 
the greatest abomination in the land, may be productive of some good; 
for intelligent man has only to behold and be disgusted with your self-
degradation and pollution. You requested me to write in friendship to 
you after I had perused the book, intimating a wish that I should 
disclose to you my opinion of the testimony of your faith. Had 1 
been less your friend I might have been less candid and more flatter-
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ing. I thank you for your friendly notice which has been made to 
me as it were from another world. My family are well. We have 
fen children, five sons and five daughters. Should be glad to see you 
«ir hear from you for the sake of times past. This part of the world 
is very much altered since you left it. Many of your old acquaintances 
have taken their exit. Our crops are very sorry and money scarce. 

Yours, etc., 
DAVID THOMSON. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DOCTOR FRANKLIN TO A 
FRIEND. 

Philadelphia, June 6th, 1733. 
As to the kindness you mention, I wish it could have been of more 

service to you, but if it had, the only thanks I should desire are that 
you would always be ready to serve another person that may need 
your assistance and so let some offices go round, for mankind are all 
of a family. For my own part, when I am employed in serving others, 
I do not look upon myself as conferring favors, but as paying debts. 
In my travels, and since my settlement, I have received much kindness 
from men to whom I shall never have an opportunity of making the 
least direct return, and numberless mercies from God, who is infinitely 
above being benefited by ourselves. These kindnesses from man, I 
can, therefore, only return on their fellow men and can only showT my 
gratitude to God by my readiness to help his other children and my 
brethren, for I do not think that thanks are compliments. Tho 
repeated wreekly, they can not discharge our obligations to each other, 
and much less, to our Creator. 

You will see in my notion of good works, that I am far from 
expecting to merit Heaven by them. By Heaven we understand a state 
of happiness, infinite in degree and eternal in duration. I can do 
nothing to deserve such reward. He, that for giving a draught of 
water to a thirsty person would expect to be paid with a good planta-
tion, would be modest in his demands, compared with those who think 
they deserve Heaven for the little good they do on earth. Even the 
mixed, imperfect pleasures wre enjoy in this world are rather from 
God's goodness than our merit; how much more so, the happiness of 
heaven. For my own part, I have not the vanity to think I deserve 
it, the folly to expect it, nor the ambition to desire it, but content 
myself by submitting to the disposal of that God, who made me, who 
has hitherto preserved and blessed me, and in whose fatherly goodness 
I may well confide, that He will never make me miserable and that the 
afflictions I may, at any time, suffer, may lead to my benefit. 

The faith you mention has doubtless its use in the world. I do 
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not desire to see it diminished, nor would I desire to lessen it in any 
man, but I wish it were more productive of good works than I have 
generally seen it. I mean real good works, works of charity, mercy, 
and public spirit; not holiday keeping, sermon hearing or reading, 
performing church ceremonies, or long prayers filled with flatteries 
and compliments despised by men of sense, and much less capable of 
pleasing the Deity. The worship of God is a duty, the hearing and 
reading of sermons may be useful, but if men rest in hearing and 
praying, as too many do, it is as if the tree should value itself on being 
watered and putting forth leaves though it never produced any fruit. 
Your good Master thought much less of those outward appearances 
than many of his modern disciples. He preferred the doers of the 
Word to the hearers; he preferred the son that seemingly refused to 
obey his Father and yet performed his command, to him, that pro-
fessed his readiness but neglected the work; he preferred the heretical 
but charitable Samaritan to the uncharitable but orthodox Priests and 
the sanctified Levite; and those who gave food to the hungry, drink 
to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, entertainment to the stranger 
and relief to the sick, though they never heard of his name, he declares, 
shall in the last day be accepted, when those who cry "Lord, Lord," 
who value themselves on their faith, though great enough to perform 
miracles, but neglect good works, shall be rejected. He professed that 
he came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, which 
implies, in my opinion, that there were some in his time, so good that 
they need not even hear Him for improvement. But nowadays, wre 
have scarcely a little parson that does not think it is the duty of every 
man within his reach- to sit under his petty ministrations, and that 
whoever omits them, offends God, I wish to such, more humility, and 
to you, health and happiness. 

Being your friend and servant, 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

THE IRISHMAN'S PASS. 
To all the mhabitants from the Arctic to the Antarctic poles, to 

Ephesus, to Euphrates, to Minorca and Majorea, sendeth greeting: 
WHEREAS, William Odreskili, being about to expatiate, to peram-
bulate the perpendiculars, the circumferences and dictavities of these 
our hemispheres, hath requested this, my pass. This, therefore, to 
command you Eucheeres, Minos, Lucifer, Solon, Rhadamanthus, and 
all the rest of the superior, infernal and flagratoreal powers, that 
you give unto him ingress, egress, regress, and all other gress except 
verdigris, if he behaveth himself according to one of his nation, sta-
tion and vocation, and for so doing this shall be, will be and must be, 
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and all the other bees except the drone bee, given under my hand 
and typographical seal of office, Dublin, near the center of the town 

henceforth, go-forth and so-forth. 
DANIEL O'CONNEL. 

CURE FOR A LOVE PAIN. 
Take one ounce of the spirit of indifference, one grain of anger, 

a tablespoonful of self conceit, twelve grains of disdain, the oil of 
absence, the spirit of employment, one ounce of each. Three drams 
of the spirit of consideration, add one handful of sound reflection, 
put them into a saucepan of reason, boil it with a long sprig of time 
over a slow fire of hatred, then strain it through a bag of patience 
into vessels of prudence. Take a half pint of this noble decoction; 
going to bed you will presently fall asleep in the bosom of aversion, 
and in the morning you will find the pain completely removed. 

NEGROES BELONGING TO DAVID THOMSON 
This sketch of Gen. David Thomson would be incomplete without 

the following list of slaves which is given as found in his diary. Mrs. 
Cotton adds this note: 

At the mention of these names the flood gates of memory break 
their barriers and carry me back to childhood days at. the dear old 
home at Elm Springs where the little pickaninnies and the old black 
mammies wove a spell of enchantment which time has failed to efface. 
The bonds that bound us in two-fold slavery are severed. The old 
institution is gone forever. We are marching on to a higher, broader 
and better day when autocracy must bow its head before the Man of 
Ualilee and when His teaching, Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them, must become the rule and practice 
of our lives. Then will this old world be the paradise of which we 
have dreamed since the morning stars sang together in the beginning. 

Dick, was born June 10, 1772. 
Toby, was born June 15, 1779. 
Jack, was born July 20, 1789. 
Bob, was bom April 22, 1802. 
Joshua, was born May 2, 1803. 
Garrett, was born July 10, 180t>. 
Ezekiel, of Lucretia, was bom May 22, 1813. 
Elbridge, was born May 11, 1814. 
William, was born February 20, 1815, 
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Jackson, of Toby, was born July 16, 1815. 
Augustine, of Kissiah, was bom October 5, 1815. 
Bickham, of Kissiah {Died October), was born 1818. 
Madison, was born August 31, 1817. 
Valentine, of Rachael, was born December 20, 1818. 
Grandville of Rachael, was bora November 17, 1820. 
Johnson of Nancy, was bora October 22, 1821, 
Stephen of Toby, was born March 18, 1825. 
John Henry of Milly, was bora March 2, 1824. 
John Wickliff of Rachael, was born May 8, 1826. 
Buford, son of Nancy, wTas born May 18, 1827, 
Darwin, son of Henrietta, was born January 19, 1831, 
Joseph, son of Rachael, was born December 9, 1832. 
Stephen, son of Malinda, was born August 8, 1837. 
Jack, bom in the year 1790. 
William, of Juley, was born February 7, 1843. 
William Henry, of Louise, was bom June 13, 1843, 
Granville, of Peggy, was born October 10, 1843, 
Caleb, of Juley, was bom March 14, 1847. 
Thomas II. Benton, of Juley, was bom November 24, 1859. 
Cassius M. Clay, of Juley, was bom October 8, 1849, 
Morris of Peggy, was born August 5, 1852. 
Wesley of Jane, was born February 5, 1856. 
Willis of Jane, was born August 2, 1857. 

Lucretia, was born August 2, 1773. 
Kissiah, was bora July 20, 1780. 
Nancy, was bora September 10, 1793. 
Rachel, was born February 28, 1795. 
Millie, was born June 10, 1805. 
Henrietta, was bora December 14, 1811, 
Mariah, of Toby, was bora April 15, 1812. 
Gabriella, of Tobey, was born February 17, 1817. 
Ann, of Toby, was born August 12, 1815. 
Melinda, of Toby, was born September 22, 1818. 
Mary Ann, of Toby, was bom September 9, 1819, 
Peggy, of Toby, was bora January 22, 1820. 
Louisa, of Kissiah, was born October 19, 1819. 
Martha, of Rachael, was born January 28, 1823. 
Charity of Rachael, was born March 27, 1824. 
Juley, of Nancy, was born April 5, 1825. 
Amanda, of Milly, was born February 1, 1826. 
Milly, of Rachael, was born November 4, 1828. 
Jane, of Henrietta, was bora September 18, 1829. 
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artha Ann, of Henrietta, was born August 30, 1832. 
Evaline, of Maria, wTas born March 24, 1833. 
Amanda, of Rachael, was born January 17, 1833. 
Sally, of Gabriella, was bora March 31, 1838. 
Martha Elizabeth, of Louisa, was born July 24, 1838, 
Jinnetta, of Louisa, was born May 8, 1841. 
Mary Ellen, of Juley, was born May 3, 1845. 
Martha, of Jane, was bora October 12, 1854, 
Nancy, of Juley, was born December 16, 1854. 
Mary, of Juley, was born May 8, 1857. 
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GENERAL DAVID THOMSON CHAPTER 
OF THE UNITED STATES DAUGHTERS OF 1812. 

June 3,1913, the Daughters of 1812 organized a chapter in Sedalia, 
Missouri. As an honor to the first regent, Mrs. 0. M. Barnett, it took 
its name from two of her ancestors and was known as the Spencer-
McClure Chapter, until November, 1915, when it became the General 
Thomson Chapter. There were various reasons for this change. Gen. 
David Thomson lies now in the Thomson family burying ground at the 
Elm Spring homestead in Pettis county. In May, 1914, an 1812 bronze 
marker was placed on his grave. He and one other, Reuben Estes 
Gentry, are the only ancestors represented in the membership wha 
lived and died in this vicinity. The name of the valiant officer who 
led the charge against the Indians in the battle of the Thames adds 
distinction to the chapter, and in selecting this name the membership 
gave well deserved recognition to their Honorable Regent, Mrs. Sarah 
lv Cotton, a granddaughter of General Thomson, and to Mrs. Theodore 
Shelton, a great-granddaughter. In particular Mrs. Shelton's efforts 
have been most valuable in the development and usefulness of this 
society. She with her sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Skinner of Hughesville, 
Missouri, were among the organizers and charter members of the State 
Society. Mrs. Skinner was a Director, Mrs. Shelton held the office 
of Charter Registrar for the first seven years. She was then elected 
State President, which office she held two years and a half. During 
her presidency a bronze memorial tablet bearing the names of Missouri 
pioneers was placed in the Jefferson Memorial building in Forest Park, 
St. Louis. On her retirement she was elected Honorary State President 
for life. In 1917 she was made National Auditor. 

It is interesting to note that out of fifty-one members entered on 
the record of the registrar of the David Thomson Chapter ten are of 
the Thomson line of descent. August 21, 1916, on the anniversary of 
General Thomson's birthday, the local chapter and descendants of 
General Thomson in various parts of the United States presented to 
Pettis County a town clock to be placed in the tower of the Court 
House at Sedalia as a memorial to this illustrious soldier and pioneer. 

THIRTY-SIX 



DEDICATION OF TOWER CLOCK 
Under Auspices 

DAVID THOMSON CHAPTER V. S. D. 1812 
Monday Evening, August 21, 1916, 

8:00 O'clock. 

PROGRAM 

Concert by Kroencke 's Band—7:45 to 8:00. 
Invocation by Rev. A. W. Kokendoffer. 
Presentation of Flag from Thomson Descendants to the Chapter 

by Mr. David Thomson, Grandson. 
Response—Mrs. Charles C. Evans, Regent. 
Music—"Star Spangled Banner." 
Original Poem—'"A Tribute to the Memory of General David 

Thomson"—Mrs. George E. Dugan, 
Presentation of Tower Clock on Behalf of Descendants—Mrs. 

Theodore Sbelton, State President U, S. D. 1812. 
Dedication of Tower Clock—Mrs. Sarah K. Cotton, Honorary 

Regent and Granddaughter. 
Response—Hon. II. B. Shain, Judge Pettis County Circuit Court. 
Music—'' America.'' 
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MRS THEODORE SHELTON, 
-granddaughter of (Jen. David Thomson 



MRS, SARAH E< COTTON. 
('Iramlflaughter of (Jen. havul Thomson. 



GENEALOGY OF THE DAVID THOMSON FAMILY 
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GENEALOGY OF THE DAVID THOMSON FAMILY. 
Copied from the old Thomson family Bible, now in charge of William 

Warren, near Donerail, Ky., August, 1898. 

SAMUEL THOMSON, son of William Thomson, Gent (gentleman) of 
Blair Manor, Ayreshire, Scotland, (Thomson being what was 
called Anabaptist,) was driven by persecution from Scotland to 
Wales in 1715, and in 1717 emigrated to America and settled in 
Virginia, died perhaps iu 1769. 

hi May. 1725 Thomson married Mary (or Mollie, as she was 
railed) Macdonald, a young Scotch woman of Clan Macdouald, 
Uleneoe-Balmawhaple; about 27 miles northwest from (Glas-
gow, Scotland. 

WILLIAM THOMSON, only sou, as far as I know, his will probated 
August 10, 1778, in Louisa county, Virginia; born in Virginia 
August 13, 1727; died April 27, 1778; married January 28, 1752. 
to Ann Rodes, daughter of John Rodes and Mary Crawford— 
Ann was bom December 26, 1734*, died in Kentucky, July 29, 
1802. 

The following information concerning the ancestors of Ann 
Rodes is contributed by Mrs, Theodore Shelton: 

Ann was the daughter of John Rodes, Sr,, born 1097, died 
May :f, 1775, in St. Ann's Parish, Va., and his wife, Mary Craw-
ford, born Mareh, 1703, in Hanover Co., Va., died May 16, 1704, 
aged 91 years, 2 month's. She was the daughter of Captain 
David Crawford, born 1662 in New Kent Co., Va., died 1762 
in Amherst Co., Va., married Elizabeth Smith 1695 in Hanover 
Co., Va. She lived to be 101 years of age. His father, David 
Crawford, born 1625 in Kilhrini, Scotland, died 1710 in New-
Kent Co., Va., married 1654 (name not known) in New Kent 
Co., Va. He was a member of the House of Burgesses, New 
Kent Co., Va., session April 1st, 1C92 (Ref- Historical Maga-
zine April, 11)08, page 438.) He landed at Jamestown, Va., 
1643, with his father, John Crawford, bom 1600, Kilbrini, Scot-
land, who was killed during Bacon's Rebellion, 167b. He was 
the son of a "Cadet of the Kilbrini CrawfordV\ He received 
seven grants of land, patents of which are now owned by his 
descendants. He accumulated a large fortune. His son, Capt. 
David Crawford, was captain of a troop of cavalry guarding 
settlers against the Indians, was also vestryman and late war-
den of St. Peter's Parish, Va.. 1687 to 1704. (His will proved 
Sept. 6th, 1762.) 



DAVID THOMSON, horn August 21, 1775, in Richmond, Virginia, 
Louisa county; died October 20, 1861; married September 25, 
1801, Betsy Suggett, daughter of John and Mildred Davis, of 
Virginia, who came to Bryan Station, Kentucky, 1780. Betsey 
born June 14, 1782; died April 11, 1857. 

The following information concerning the ancestors of 
Elizabeth Suggett is contributed by Mrs. Theodore Sheltou: 

Her father, John Suggett, born 1749, died Dec. 12. 1834, 
married Mildred Davis in Va. She was born 1756, died July 
11th, 1834* (both buried in Scott Co., Ky.) His gun he used 
in the Revolution, his pension and his iron shovel and tongs 
that were used in the Bryan Station Fort to fasten the door 
during the attack of the Indians, August 16, 1782, are all in 
the possession of A. W. Bradley, Georgetown, Ky. John was 
the son of James Suggett, born 1715, died 1786, and his wife, 
Jemima Spence, married, 1751. Jemima Spence was the daugh-
ter of Patrick Spence (his will Dec. 10, 1739, Westmoreland 
Co., Va.) ami his wife, Jemima Sandford (her will May 6, 1755.) 

MANLIUS V. THOMSON, eldest son of David Thomson and 
Betsy Suggett, born August 13, 1802, in Scott county, Ken-
tucky ; married Mary Ann Thomson at Georgetown Ky.; died 
in Georgetown, Ky., July 22, 1850. 

1—Volney V. Thomson, b. September 5, 1825; married Penelope 
Ford at Paris, Ky., April 4, 1852; d. in Pettis county, Mis-
souri. 
A—Sidney H. Thomson d. November 27, 1898. 
B—Clifton R. Thomson, b. July 13, 1857, Dresden, Pettis 

county, Missouri; married Mary Proctor November 8, 
1887, Independence, Mo.; died January 4, 1904. 
a—Proctor Thomson, 
b—Dorothy Thomson, Married Edwin W. Patterson 

December 28, 1915, Columbia, Mo, 
c—Clifton Rodes Thomson. 

C—Manlius V. Thomson, married, first, Olive M. Pagans, 
September 5, 1890; d, June 29, 1906. 
a—Ruth L. Thomson, d. March 17, 1905. 
b—Gladys K. Thomson, married Willie F. Binder Feb-

ruary 8, 1916. 
a—G. Thelma Binder. 

c—Mary Thomson, deceased. 
d—Georgia Lolus Thomson. 

1)—Susie B. Thomson, died November 21, 1879. 
E—Mary B. Thomson, died September 23, 1879. 
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2—Mary Elizabeth Thomson, b. July 14, 1827, Georgetown, 
Kentucky; married Batueh II. Offutt, October 4, 1849; 
d. October 6, 1888. 
A—.Mary B. Offutt, married A. E. Lee, September 17, 1884. 

a—Robert E. Lee. 
b—Andrew Baruch Lee. 
c—Mary Ellen Lee; married Homer Frazier. 

B—Manlius T. Offutt, d. May 12, 1862. 
C—Nathaniel Offutt, d. March 21, 1862. 
D—Walter G. Offutt, married Seddie Thomson June 1, 1879. 

(Children of this union given in Monroe Thomson list). 
E—Julia V. Offutt, married Jamison Hawkins, October 2, 

1878. 
a—William B, Hawkins, married Mable Bown. 

a—Elizabeth Hawkins. 
b—Jamison Hawkins, Jr. 
c—Manlius T. Hawkins. 
d—Sarah Hawkins. 
e— Mary Offutt Hawkins. 
f—Ellen Hawkins, 
g—Lee Hawkins, married Carl D. Garby, September 9, 

1916. 
h—Elijah Rodes Hawkins. 

F—Hazel B. Offutt. 
G—Sallie Offutt, & January 18, 1862. 
II—Willy Offutt, d. April 21, 1864. 
I—(lav Offutt, married Addie Morrison, May 6, 1894. 

a _ W a r d Offutt, 
b—Genevieve Offutt. 

J—B.Harry Offutt. 
K—Alexander Lewis Offutt. married Alice Morton, 1897. 
L—Lee Ella Offutt, married Edgar Shuman. 

a—Edward Shuman. 
b—Manlius Shuman. 
c—Eugene Shuman. 

$—David Thomson, b. April 5. 1830; d. May 4, 1865. 
4—Henry Clay Thomson, b. January 26, 1832. 
5—Martha Vienna Thomson, b. July 9, 1834, Georgetown, K\\; 

d. August, 1849. 
6—Sallie Thomson, b. October 22, 1837; married Minor Major 

October 2, 1866. Pettis county, Missouri. 
A—Olive Manlius Major, b. December 6, 1867, Saline coun-

ty, Missouri. 
B—Mary Temple Major, b. May 8, 1869; married Oscar 

Sweeney February 21, 1897, Saline county, Missouri. 
a—Minor Sweeney, b. February 12, 1898. 
b—Oscar Sweeney, b. August 2, 1899. 
c—Keester Sweeney. 
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C—Albert Minor Major, b. July 7, 1871; married Martha 
Wagner January 1, 1895, Saline eounty, Missouri, 
a—Minor Wagner Major, b. August 4, 1897. 

D—John McGarvey Major, b. April 9, 1873; married Lydia 
M, Wallace, December 27, 1899, Saline county, Mia-
souri; d, November 1, 1917, St. Louis, Mo. 
a—M, Louise Major, 
b—Minor Major, 
c—Lydia Virginia Major. 

7—Manlius Ann Thomson, b. August 2, 1846 • maried Bariah 
Magoffin, October 2, 1866, Pettis county, Missouri. 
A—Ebonezer Magoffin, b. October 4, 1868; married, first, 

Fannie Helferty June 13, 1897. She died, 
a—Fannie Emma Magoffin. 

A—Ebonezer Magoffin, married, second, Amy Northrup. 
b—Lois Magoffin. 

B—Manlius V. Magoffin, b. November 5, 1873; d. Septem-
ber 2:5. 1876. 

C—Emma B. Magoffin, b. October 30, 1872; d. May 15, 1892. 
MILDRED ELVIRA THOMSON, oldest daughter and second 

child of Gen. David Thomson and his wife, Elizabeth Suggett, 
b, April 14, 1804, in Scott county, Kentucky; d. September 11, 
1873, in Pettis county; married Lewis Redd Major about 1820, 
near Georgetown, Ky. 

1—Ann Redd Major, b. July 23, 1824, near Frankfort, Ky., 
came to Pettis county, Missouri, with her parents in 1833; 
married Wm. Gentry, November 12, 1840; d. August 11, 
1873. 
A—Lewis Major Gentry, b. September 27, 1842; d. March, 

1844. 
B—Mary Elvira Gentry, b. April 12, 1844; d. August 19, 

1886; married, first, Abijah Hughes, 1866, wrho died in 
1873. 
a—William Hughes Cloney, b. May 26, 1870; married 

Carrie Hinsdale. 
(William Hughes was always known as Will 
Cloney, for on account of his devotion for his 
step-father and half brother, when he was grown, 
he had his name changed to William Hughes 
Cloney.) 

William Hughes Cloney, Jr., b. March 16, 1898 j died 
December 21, 1899. 

Thomas Warren Cloney, Jr., b. April 11, 1902. 
(B)—Second marriage of Mary Elvira Gentry Hughes to 

Thomas W. Cloney in 1875. 
a—Thomas Warren Cloney, Jr., b. September 12, 1876; 

married Bessie Keith, of Chicago, January 24,1912, 
who died January 8, 1913. 

One child, infant son, died at birth, December 24, 1912. 
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C—Bettie Gentry, b, December 25, 1846; d, autumn of 1854. 
D—Jane Redd Gentry, b. May 28, 1848, at Oak Dale, 3 mites 

N. W. of Sedalia; married Theodore Shelton, February 
20, 1868. 
a—Richard Theodore Shelton, b. July 7, 1871, at Oak 

Dale- married Allouise Douglass, of St. Louis, 
April 26, 1899. 

Caroline Shelton, b. February 8, 1901. 
Richard Douglass Shelton, b. May 21, 1909. 

b—William Gentry Shelton, b. April 15, 1873, at Oak 
Dale; married Lillias Olivia Hill, May 30, 1894. 

William Gentry Shelton, Jr., b. May 6,1895. 
Harry Hill Shelton, b. August 10, 1896. 

E—Richard Thomson Gentry, b. September 11, 1850, at Oak 
Dale; d. October 9, 1906; married Mattie Prewitt, No-
vember 20, 1877. She died September 22, 1881. 

F—Alzira Boone Gentry, b. November 11, 1852; d. August 
19, 1886; married James M. Offield, January, 1876. 
a—Gentry Officld, b. July 27, 1877; d. November 19 

1902, in Sedalia. 
b—James Madison Offield, Jr., b. March 8, 1880. 

G—Joel Blytbe Gentry, b. April 8, 1855; d. January 25, 
1886, at Locust Grove Farm. 

II—Bettie Smith Gentry, b, September 25, 1857; married J. 
R. Skinner, June 17, 1883, at Oak Dale, 
a—Ann Gentry Skinner, b. November 17,1884; married 

John Green, Houston, Texas, 
b—John Reuben Skinner, b. March 24,1886; d. Septem-

ber 21, 1895. 
c—Harry Duke Skinner, fa-. April 2, 1887. 

I—Infant child died at birth, 1859. 
J—John Reuben Geutry, b, January 20, 1861, at Oak Dale. 
K—Evelyn Gentry, b. February 20, 1863; married at Oak 

Dale, February 8, 1888, Henry Buford Duke, of Kan-
sas Citv 

2—Evelyn Elizabeth Major, b. July 4, 1826; d, June 4, 1905; 
married, first, Vincent Witcher, 1847. 

A—John "Witcher. 
B—Vincent Witcher, d. September, 1908; married Lillian 

Ruckle, May 26, 1880. 
a—Eva Bell Witcher, married E. Y. Harris, 1905. 

(2)—Evelyn Elizabeth Major Witcher, married, second, her sis-
ter's husband, William Gentry. 

3—Vienna Major, b. 1828, in Kentucky; d. young; buried at old 
home, Sunny Hill, Pettis County. 

4—John Thomson Major, b. June 14, 1831, in Kentucky; died 
July 30, 1873, buried at his homestead, Sunny Hill; married 
Mary Wood, January 15, 1852. She died December 8, 1908, 
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A—Evie Major, b. October 8, 1853; married John Lowry, 
December 9, 1874; d. December 14, 1891. 
a—Maud Ethel Lowry, b. July 15, 1884; married Joe 

Canty. 
Marion Evelyn Canty, b. May 22,1905. 

B—Annie Major, b. October 4, 1855; married October 21, 
1873, Franklin Adams, of Kentucky, first. 

(B)—Annie Major married, second, J. W. Capps, of Texas. 
C—Watson Wood Major, b. August 20, 1857; married Octo-

ber 30, 1879, Emma Bell, of Georgetown. 
a—Willie Bell Major, b. November 6, 1880. 

D—Lewis Redd Major, b, August 25,1859; married October 
12, 1891, Beatrice Shaunty. 
a—John Thomson Major, b. April 23, 1898. 

E—Thomas Ashby Major, b. September 29, 1861; married 
November 25, 1891, Magnolia Dameron. 
a—Baby Capitola Major, b. August 25, 1892; died 
young. 
b—Robert Nelson Major, b. July 7, 1899. 
c—Herbert Vernon Major, b. February 25, 1901. 
d—Arthur Franklin Major, b. May 17,1904. 
e—Edith Catherine Major. 

F—Lucinda Major, b. September 25, 1863; married Novem-
ber 17, 1885, C, F. Wharton. 
a—Major Edward Wharton, b. September 6, 1886. 
b—Evie May Wharton, b. October 29, 1889; married 

Sam Berry. 
c—Jennie Gibson Wharton, b. November 19, 1891. 

G—Jennie Major, b. August 24, 1866; married April 29, 
1885, Eugene Gibson, 
a—Nadine Gibson, b. April 25, 1886; married Robert 

Lide Jordan, October 24, 1906. 
Jane Helen Jordan, b. August 26, 1916, 

H—Alcesta Major, b. August 23, 1868; married October 7, 
1885, first, to H. Grommet. 
a—Major Philip Grommet, b. December 15, 1886. 
b—Thomas Ashby Grommet, b. April 23, 1890. 
c—Eugene Clay Grommet, b. October 17,1899. 

(H)—Alcesta Major Grommet married, second, to L. Shell-
man. 
a—Louis Gaston Shellman, 
b—Jaunita Sbellnian. 

I—Mary Vie Major, b. April 7, 1871, d. March 17, 1872. 
J—Oapitola Major, b. April 11, 1873, died March 25, 1893. 

MELITA ANN THOMSON, third child, daughter of David Thom-
son and Betsy Suggett, b. June 26, 1806, in Georgetown, Ky.; 
d. April 22,1861, Sedalia, Mo. • married George R, Smith, April 
24, 1827, Georgetown, Ky. 
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1—David Thomson Smith, b. January 28, 1828; d. January 27, 
1829. 

2—Martha Elizabeth Smith, b. January 10, 1830, George-
town, Ky.; d. April 4, 1907, Sedalia, Mo.; married James W. 
Martin, May 19, 1859, in Georgetown, Mo. 
A—George Smith Martin, b. March 11, 1860, Sedalia, Mo.; 

d. July 11, 1861. 
3—Sarah Elvira Smith, b. October 1, 1831, Georgetown, Ky.; 

married Henry Smith Cotton, February 20, 1868, Sedalia, 
Mo. 

MARTHA VIENNA THOMSON, fourth child, daughter of David 
Thomson and Betsy Suggett, b. January 23,1809, in Scott coun-
ty, Ky.; married Cave Kirtlev; died without children, 

MENTOR THOMSON, fifth child, son of David Thomson and 
Betsy Suggett, b. March 9, 1811, in Scott County, Kentucky; 
married Cora Virginia Wooldridge, October 25, 1833; d. Octo-
ber 31, 1892, at Sedalia, Mo. 

1—David W, Thomson, b. December 14, 1834, in Pettis County, 
Missouri; married Willina Blackburn Herndon, December 
14, 1864; d. December 12, 1917, Pettis County, Missouri. 
A—Mary Thomson. 
B—Cora Thomson, married James R. Wooldridge, June 12, 

1894, died . 
a—Marion Thomson Wooldridge. 
b—Anna Washington Wooldridge, 

C—Henry Thomson, died, 
D—Mentor Thomson. 
E—Susan Thomson, married George R. WTilkerson, October 

7, 1913. 
F—David W. Thomson, Jr. 

2—Mildred Thomson, b. August 17, 1837, Pettis County, Mis-
souri; married James E, Bouldin, February 11, 1857, Pettis 

County, Missouri; d. January 30, 1911. 
A—Cora Bouldin; died. 
B—James E. Bouldin, Jr. 
C—Mentora Bouldin; died, 
D—Mentor T. Bouldin, married Lena Hardin, May 22, 1894. 

a—Lena May Bouldin, married Jess Sanders 
(a)—Earl Leroy Sanders. 

E—Robert Early Bouldin, married Grace Howard, Novem-
ber 13, 1895. 
a—Leonard Early Bouldin. 
b—Howard Bouldin, 

F—Bettie Bouldin; died. 
G—Willene Bouldin. 
H—Mildred Bouldin. 

FORTY-SIX 



3—Bettie Thomson, b. April 14, 1839, Pettis County, Missouri; 
married James S. Hopkins, May 2, 1861; d, June 30, 1888. 
A—Mary S. Hopkins; died. 
B—Mentor Thomson Hopkins; died. 
C—Cora Hopkins, married Richard T. Rector, April 4, 1901. 

a—Richard Terrell Rector, Jr. 
4—Melcena Thomson, died when a child. 

MILTON T. THOMSON, sixth child of David Thomson and Betsy 
Suggett, was born in Scott County, Kentucky, March 25, 1813; 
came with his parents to Missouri in 1833; married September 
1837, to Amelia Ann Scroggin; died in Pettis County, Missouri, 
August 12, 1885. 

1—Martha Vienna Thomson, b. May 22, 1839; d. March 8, 1904, 
Pettis Countv, Missouri; married Charles W. C. Walker, 
July 10, I860. 
A—Walter J, Walker, married Sarah Calins, September, 

I . 
a—Nellie Celeste WTalker, married J. S. Gray, August, 

b—Edith Vienna Walker, married G. T. Cunningham, 
June 4, 1917. 

e—Margaret Thomson Walker, 
d—Mildred Walker. 
e—Charles D, Walker. 
f—Joseph W. Walker. 
g—Henry Rollins Walker. 
h—Ruby Walker. 

B—James Thomson Walker, d. September 28, 1895. 
C—Mildred Louise Walker. 
D—Mary Walker, married Edwin IT, Berry, October 17, 

1894, Pettis County, Missouri. 
a—Edwin Walker Berry. 
b—Charles Thomas Berry. 

E—Charles Clifton Walker, 
F—Joseph Willis Walker. 

Clifton David Thomson, b. February 14, 1843; d. July 19, 
1899; married Nannie Blanche Warren, September 1, 1868. 
A—Robert Milton Thomson, b. June 4, 1869; married Vira 

Bennett, July 7, 1904. 
B—Grace Elizabeth Thomson, b, September 26, 1871; mar-

ried John Wiley Dunlap, August 31, 1899. 
C—James Thomson died young. 
D—Clifton Thomson died young. 
E—William Thomson died young, 
F—Martha Anna Thomson, b, Jan 8, 1879; married W. C. 

Barrow, June 20, 1900. 
a—Elizabeth Barrow, b. October 13, 1912; d. June 25, 

1914. 
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G—Warren Fielding Thomson, b. October 18, 1882; mar-
ried, Ota Belle Nash, December 24,1903. 
a—Stella Blanche Thomson. 
b—Warrene Nash Thomson, 
c—Marv Elizabeth Thomson. 

H—Marion Blanche Thomson, b. March 24, 1884; d. Octo-
ber 19, 1889, 

I—Frank J. Thomson, b. February 19, 1899; married Wan-
netta Sylvia Summers, June 18, 1913. 
a—Martha Ellen Thomson, b. October 21, 1917. 

3—Rollins Thomson, b. 
A—Mildred Thomson. 
B—Anna Thomson, 
C—Charles Walker Thomson. 

a—Reubenstein Thomson. 
b—Sidney Milton Thomson. 
c—Charles Wilburn Thomson. 

D—Melcena Thomson Sherrod. 
a—Robert Thomson Sherrod. 
b—W. T. Sherrod. 
c—Joseph Sherrod. 

E—Rollins Thomson, Jr. 
a—Fanny Mildred Thomson. 
b—"Will Rollins Thomson. 

P—Thomas Milton Thomson. 
a—Iva Thomson. 

G—Jeffie Davis Thomson. 
MORTON THOMSON, seventh child, son of David Thomson and 

Betsy Suggett, b. in Scott County, Kentucky, January 27, 1816; 
d. November 18,1871 j married Sarah Ann Powell, December 15, 
1839, Pettis County, Missouri. 

1—Marion Wallace Thomson, b. October 22, 1840; married Oc-
tober 20, 1869, James J. Jones, Johnson County, Missouri 
A—J. Morton Jones, married Leora Maud Case, August 19, 

1903, at Canon City, Colo. 
a—Albert Morton Jones, 
b—Richard Jones. 

B—Marion Elvira Jones, married John Bunyon Hunley, 
June 28, 1906, at Sedalia, Mo. 
a—John Bunyon Hunley, Jr . 

C—Allie Powell Jones, died. 
D—May Leta Belle Jones, married William C. Bridges, June 

5, 1895, WTarrensburg, Mo. 
a—Helen Cornelia Bridges, married John A. O'Connor, 

May 29,1917, Chicago, 111. 
E-^Charlie H. Jones, married Stella Stafford, July 9, 1901, 

Independeuce, Mo. 
a—Marion E. Jones, 
b—Melita Jones, d., Canon City, Colo. 
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2—Melita Ann Thomson, b. September 27, 1842, Pettis County, 
Missouri; d. December 14, 1914, Kansas City, Mo.; married 
James H. Traughbcr, January 24, 1862, Johnson County, 
Missouri. 
A—Walter Eugene Traughher, married Sadie Bray, August 

8, 1892, Salt Lake City. She died. 
(A)—Walter Eugene Traughher, married, second, Ora 

Leigh, 1910, Salt Lake City. 
B—Harry B. Traughber, d. March, 1864, 
C—Blanche Winterbower Traughber, married Henry B. 

Rea, April 12, 1894, Windsor, Henry County, Missouri 
a—John McGarvey Rea, 
b—W. Eugene Rea. 
c—James Henry Rea, d. July 16, 1903. 
d—Charlie Rea. 
e—Mary Melita Rea, d. July, 1906. 
f—Hinkle Albert Rea. 

3—Elvira Courtney Thomson, b. May 14, 1844, Pettis County, 
Missouri; d. March 20, 1917, Independence, Mo.; married 
James C. Thomson, June 1, 1870, 
A—George Morton Thomson, died. 
B—Fannie H. Thomson, married George G. Kreeger, Aug-

ust 22, 1894, Jackson County, Missouri. 
a—Arannnta Courtney Kreeger, married Floyd Hjgdoii, 

July 1, 1915, Richmond, Kas. 
a—George Morton Higdon. 
b— Chasteen Kreeger. 

C—Sallie May Thomson. 
D—David P. Thomson, died. 

4—Bettie Thomson, b. January 27, 1846, in Pettis County, Mis-
souri ; d, July 25, 1897; married Lucas W. Powell, April 3, 
1861. 
A—Sallie Ann Powell, married Nathaniel Evans, June 20, 

1882, Henry County, Missouri; died. 
a—Philip Evans 
b—Mary Evans, married L, L. Short. 
c—William Evans, 
d—Edwin Evans, 
e—Mrs. F. W. Robbins. 

B—Charles Ernest Powell, b. April 5, 1866; married July 
31, 1889. 

C—John Thomson Powell, married September 29, 1897. 
a—Marcia Powell. 
b—Courtney Powell. 
c—Maggie Powell. 

(Mother ami children drowned in a cloudburst 
in Washington.) 

D—Nathaniel Courtney Powell, b. 1870, Henry County, Mis-
souri; d. February, 1899. 
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E—Mareia May Powell, married Robert Turk, May 5, 
Henry County, Missouri. 
a—William Christopher Turk, married Bessie Irene 

Graham, 1912, California, 
a—Elsworth Turk, 
b—Audrey Irene Turk. 

b~Stella Turk. 
c—Roena Ruby Turk, married Elmer E. Rees, July 

21, 1917, in California. 
d—Bemadine Turk; died. 
e—Robert Hiram Turk. 

F—Mary Wallace Powell, b. May 29, 1847, Henry County, 
Missouri; married John Tsehabrun, February 18, 
1891, Henry County, Missouri, 

a—Everett Tsehabrun. 
G—Robert M. Powell, b. December 12, 1881, Henry County, 

Missouri; married 1909. 
5—William Morton Thomson, b. November 18, 1848; d. October 

10, 1916; married Lizzie Sappington, April 18, 1877. 
A—May Thomson, married William Reedy. 

a—Ruby Eddy Reedy. 
B—Morton Thomson, married Eugenia Christian. 

a—Morton Maderson Thomson, 
b—Evelyn May Thomson. 
c—John Will Thomson. 

< "—Bettie Thomson, married John Cummings. She died. 
D—Luther Mentor Thomson, married, first, Mamie Hewitt 

at Sleeper, Mo., February 17, 1807. 
(D)—Luther Mentor Thomson, married, second, Mrs. Alice 

Wilson, June 4, 1916, 
E—Rose Thomson, married Cecil Sampson, February 22, 

1904. She died. 
a—WiH Sampson, died when about 3 years old. 

6—Richard Mentor Thomson, b. January 2, 1852, Johnson Coun-
ty, Missouri; married Angle Warren, 1874. She died. 
A—Mattie Thomson, died in infancy. 
B—Mary Thomson, married Emmett Franklin, in Pettis 

County, Missouri, 1904. 
a—Lee Franklin. 
b—Mildred Franklin. 
c—Helen Franklin. 

(6)—Richard Mentor Thomson, married, second, Adelphia Scott, 
1881, Rich Hill, Mo. She died. 

C—May Thomson, married Dick Morris. 
a—Blanche Lorrane Morris. 

(C)—May Thomson, married, second, Grant. 
b—Estell Grant. 
c—Margaret Grant. 

FiFTI 



(6)—Richard Mentor Thomson, married, third, Mrs. Maggie 
Morris. 
D—Maud Thomson, 
E—Ruth Thomson. 
F—Henry Clay Thomson. 

7—Sallie May Thomson, b. December 15, 1858, Johnson County, 
Missouri; married George L. Goodin, August 23, 1883, 
Henry County, Missouri. 
A—George Gillian Goodin, married Hazel Sawyer, Septem-

ber 10, 1909, at Erie, III 
B—Allen Thomson Goodin. 
C—Seddie Elvira Goodin, married Ruben Doyle, November 

30, 1908, at Granite, Okla. 
a—Dallas Doyle. 
b—Anna Maud Doyle. 
e—Sallie May Doyle. 
f—Leslie Holbrook Doyle. 

D—Eva May Goodin, married Leslie C. Gnnby, December 
20, 1910. 
a—Evelyn Gertrude Gnnby. 

E—Bessie Goodin, married William Preston Dickey, July 
4, 1909, at Granite, Okla. 
a—Hazel Jewell Dickey, 
b—Samuel Clyde Dickey, 
c—George Wilson Dickey. 

F—Rose Elizabeth Goodin, married Leslie Howard Frazier, 
May 7, 1909, La Junta, Colo. 
a—Cloyd Live Frazier. 
b—Twin babies, d, March 15, 1915. 

G—Sallie Ann Goodin, married James E. Williams, Novem-
ber 25, 1912, at Sugar City, Colo. 
a—Anna Agnes Williams. 
b—Neva Clio Williams. 

II—Nina Emily Goodin, married Dillard Vandergriff, De-
cember 2, 1917. 
(Katie Bell Goodin and Ruth Goodin died in infancy.) 

MONROE THOMSON, eighth child, son of David Thomson and 
Betsy Suggett, b. in Scott County, Kentucky, May 18, 1818, 
d. December 1, 1899, at Ritzville, Washington; married Charlott 
Lester, Pettis County, Missouri. 

1—Melcena Thomson died in infancy. 
2—Nora M. Thomson, b. August 18, 1854, in Pettis County, Mis-

souri. 
3—Seddie S. Thomson, b. August 6, 1857; married to Walter G. 

Offutt, June 1, 1879, at Dresden, Mo. 
A—Burns Offutt, died in infancy. 
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B—Charlotte Mary Offut, married Russell McNeil, at Lind, 
Wash., June 1, 1905. 
a—Walter G. McNeil. 
l>—Catherine McNeil. 
c—James McNeil. 

C—Leah Nora Offutt, married James Henry Morris, Sep-
tember 12, 1911, at Spokane, WTash. 
a—Hadley Morris. 
b—Gay Morris. 
c—Edward Morris. 

D—June C. Offutt. 
E—Winter G. Offutt. 
F—Louise Offutt. 

4—Vienna Thomson, b. January 20, 1860, Pettis County, Mis-
souri; married J. C. Hodge's, December 31, 1890, Ritzville, 
Wash. 
A—Elizabeth Hodges, married Ernest Clutterbuck. 
B—Monroe Hodges. 
C—Vera Hodges, married Clarence Bowers. 
D—MeGarvey Hodges. 

5—Elizabeth Thomson, b. November 26, 1862, Pettis County, 
Missouri; married Elmer Curtiss, December 21, 188", 
Pomeroy, Wash.; d. April 19, 1903. 

A—Herbert M. Curtiss. 
B—Abbic Vern Curtiss, married Edward Reese, June 22. 

1916, Seattle, Wash. 
C—Elmer Monroe Curtiss. 
D—Hazel Lee Curtiss, married Albert Williams, November 

12, 1913. Seattle, Wash, 
a—Hazel Alberta Williams. 

E—Ardis B. Curtiss. 
MARION WALLACE THOMSON, ninth child of David Thomson 

and Betsy Suggett, b. July 26,1821, in Scott County, Kentucky; 
married Thomas Allen Gunneil, May 4, 1847, Pettis 
County, Missouri ; d. Buena Vista, Colo., March 13, 1896, 

1—Allen Thomson Gunneil, b. Saline Countv, Missouri, January 
29, 1848; married October 20, 1872, to Elizabeth Hancock 
Saline County, Missouri; d. March 21, 1907, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
A—Allen White Gunneil, b. July 28, 1873; married Maud 

Gillett, May 26, 1902. 
a—Allen Kwing Gunneil, b. January 21, 1903. 
b—Richard Waller Gunneil, b. June 6, 1904. 
c—-Tack Russell Gunneil, b. July 23, 1915. 

B—Seddie Gunneil, b. May 22, 1875; married Clarence 
Clark Hamlin, November 16, 1898, Colorado Springs 
Colo. 
a—Elizabeth Gunneil Hamlin, b. December 16, 1901 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 
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b—Clark Gunneil Hamlin, b. October 6, 1904; d, Octo-
ber 22, 1905, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

2—Volney C. Gunneil, born in Saline County, Missouri, August 
12, 1851; married Elizabeth Medora Small, October 2, 1872. 

Saline County, Missouri; d. November 7, 1892. 
A—Clarence Smith Gunneil, b. October 15, 1873; married 

Roxanna Farr Pidcoek, Deoember 8, 1903, 
a—Norma Gunneil, b. September 4, 1904; d. December 

7, 1909. 
b—Clarence William Gunneil, b. April 14, 1908; d. De-

cember 7, 1909. 
c—Bettie Jane Gunneil, b. August 13, 1914. 

B—Alva Herndon Gunneil, b. August 27, 1875; married 
Laura Gertrude Thomas, January 31, 1904. 
a—Margaret Elizabeth Gunneil, b. June 8, 1905; d. 

June, 1905, Grant *s Pass, Ore. 
C—Myrtle Boone Gunneil, b. September 16, 1877; d. Novem-

ber 18, 1901; Ogden, Utah. 
D—David Garfield Gunneil, b. November 19, 1881, Buena 

Vista, Colo. 
E—Volney Thomson Gunneil, b. March 22, 1885; married 

VeraBIackledge, 1913. 
F—Ivy Kate Gunneil, b. September 29, 1886; married Perry 

George Ellis, January 7, 1914, Ogden, Utah, 
a—Dorothy Ellis, b. January 18, 1915, 
b—Ruth Ellis, b. Julv 4, 1917. 

G—Allie May Gunneil, b. April 25, 1890, Ogden, Utah. 
3—Evelyn Gunneil, b. February 3, 1856; married John Bradley, 

December 24, 1878. 
A—Mabelle Bradley, b, November 24, 1879; married D. J. 

Loofbourrow, December 15, 1909, Sedalia, Mo. 
B—Jennie Bradlley, b. February 24, 1881; married R. J. 

Miller, June 26, 1907, Wellington, Kas. 
a—Eloise Anna Miller, b. April 10, 1908, Stroud, Okla. 
b—Marion Martha Miller, b. September 5, 1910, Stroud, 

Okla. 
C—Thomas Allen Bradley, b. December 22, 1884, Welling-

ton, Kas. 
D—John Bradley, b. October 1, 1886, Wellington, Kas, 
E—Eugene Bradley, b. November 10, 1888; married Winnie 

B. Baylor, August 14, 1914, Wichita, Kas. 
F—Melcena Vereeda Bradley, b. April 6, 1892, Wellington, 

Kas. 
4—Kate Gunneil, b. January 26, 1858; d. January 30, 1890. 
5—May Lucile B. Gunneil, b. July 18, 1861; married James T. 

Allensworth, April 16th, 1884; d. May 23, 1893. 
A—Allen Philip Allensworth, b. April 20, 1885; married 

Elizabeth Cockborn, October 7, 1916, Winipeg, Mani-
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B—Marion Arabal Allensworth, b. September 18, 1887, d. 
January 18, 1890, Atchison, Kas. 

MELCENA ELIZABETH THOMSON, tenth child of David Thom-
son and Betsy Suggett, b., in Scott County, Kentucky, May 25, 
1824; married Robert Rush Spedden, December 13, 184*2, in 
Pettis County, Missouri.; d. in San Jose, Gala,, June 1900. 

1—Eugene S. Spedden, b. in Pettis County, Missouri, September 
26, 1843; married in Clatsop County, Oregon, in 1872, to 
Clara R. French. 
A—Hugh Sherwood Spedden, b. in Astoria, Oregon, July 6, 

1873; married Miss Daisy Bunker in the early part of 
1895, 
a—Richard Rush Spedden, born in Pataha City, Wash., 

December 1, 1895, 
b—Vera Louise Spedden, b. February 2,1897, at Chewe-

lah, Wash, 
c—Hazel Rowena Spedden, b. November 24, 1901, 

Chewelah, Wash. 
B~Lemuel Rush Spedden, b. in Astoria, Oregon, August 

18, 1875; was drowned in Salmon river, Idaho, July 
30, 1900. 

C—Edward Morton Spedden, b. in Actoria, Oregon, Novem-
ber 19, 1877; Married Miss Arlie loin Bunker, in 1900, 
Spokane, Wash. 
a—Margaret Morton Spedden, b. June 22, 1901, Spo-
kane, Wash. 
b— Algene Arlie Spedden, b. March 10,1904, Chewelah, 

c—Lois Louise Spedden, b. March 19,1912, at Chewelah, 

D—Charles Eugene Spedden, b. August 21, 1881, Garfield 
County, Washington; d, at Pomeroy, Wash., December 
22, 1892, 

3—Lizzie Blanche Spedden, b. in Pettis County* Missouri, March 
1, 1846; married Hayden Gearhart, April 26, 1875, at 

Astoria, Oregon; d. November 30, 1910, at Napa, California. 
A—Meleena Margaret Gearhart, b. February 18, 1876, Asto-

ria, Oregon ; married Frank J. Hanson, May 13, 1903, at 
Suisun, Cal. 
a—Hazel Christina Hanson, b. February 25, 1904, at Se-

bastapol. 
b—Freda Blanche Hanson, b, April 16, 1905, San Fran-

cisco. 
c—Hayden Gearhart Hanson b. August 6, 1906, San 
Francisco. 
d—Clifford Francis Hanson, b. April 1, 1909, at Napa, 

Cal. 
e—Thedore Julius Hanson, b. November 24, 1910, at 

Napa, Cal, 
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f—Louise Adele Hanson, b. September 9, 1912, at Napa, 

g—Lela Anita Hanson, b. October 13, 1914; d. Novem-
ber 11, 1914, at Escalon, Cal, 

h—Donna Evelyn, b. February 5, 1916, at Escalon, Cal. 
B—Lela Marion Gearhart, b. July 13, 1882; d. March 26, 

1916, San Jose Cab; married, August 15, 1897, to 
Henry B. Allen. 

C—Rush Spedden Gearhart, b. October 31, 1885, at Pataha, 
Wash.; d. September 20, 1886. 

3—Harrie Thomson Spedden, b. February 12, 1848, in Pettis 
County, Missouri; married in 1874, at Astoria, Oregon, to 
Margaret E. Hustler. She died in 1877 at the Dalles, 
Oregon. 
A—Stella Hustler Spedden, b. at Astoria, Oregon, Novem-

ber 17, 1875. 
(3)—Harrie Thomson Spedden, married, second, Rose Caples, 

December 2, 1879, at Pataha City, Wash. 
B—Margaret Melccna Spedden, b. in Columbia, (Now Gar-

field County, Washington), September 14, 1880; mar-
ried Rev. F. A. Bown, at Chewelah, Wash., December 
23, 1903. 
a—Evelyn A. Bown, b. in Springdale, Wash., Decem-

ber 22, 1904. 
b—Ethel M. Bown, b. in Hillyard, Wash., December 19, 

1906. 
c—Helen Mae Bown, b. in Medical Lake, Wash., July 

27, 1908. 
d—Frank Spedden Bown, b. in Spokane, Wash., Decem-

ber 17, 1910. 
e—Eva Catherine Bown, b. in Spokane, Wash., October 

3, 1912. 
f—Henry Ernest Bown, b, in La Mont, Wash., Novem-

ber 17, 1916. 
C—Henry Rush Spedden, b. in Garfield County, Washing-

ton, April 21, 1882; married Miss Nina Bettigrew at 
Spokane, Wash., July 16, 1910. 
a—Wallace Rush Spedden, b. Callville, Wash., Novem-

ber 4, 1911; d. August 6, 1912. 
b—Catherine Elizabeth Spedden, b. in Callville, Wash., 

July 2, 1913. 
c—Henry Rush Spedden, Jr., b. in Callville, Wash., 

May 31, 1916. 
D—William Charles Spedden, b. February 9, 1884, Garfield 

County, Washington; married Miss Orpha Harden-
brook, January 1, 1908, at Callville, Wash, 
a—Cora Estelle Spedden, b. December 19, 1908, Call-

ville, Wash, 

FIFTY-FIVE . - f 4 ' 4i i J -*-* i * 



b—Charles Edward Spedden, b. July 22, 1911, Callville, 
Wash. 

4—Edward Clifford Spedden, b. February 24, 1850, in Pettis 
County, Missouri; married Sarah- Crawford, June 21, 
1883, in Columbia County, Washington. 

A—Lottie Bell Spedden, b. in Garfield County, Washington, 
April 8, 1884, married Reuben W, Overman, June 2, 
1909, at Grangeville, Idaho. 

B—Cora Mae Spedden, b. in Garfield County, Washington, 
November 16, 1885; married January 15, 1913, to W. 
Edgar Kittrell, at Grangeville, Idaho, 

5—Robert Monroe Spedden, b. in Pettis County, Missouri, De-
cember 13,1852; married Mary Hustler at Astoria, Ore., 
January 23, 1877; d. at Astoria, Ore., September 17, 

A—Maud Eliza Spedden, b. October 17, 1878, near Pataha 
City, Wash. 

B—Robert Hustler Spedden, b. March 31, 1881, near 
Pataha City, Wash.; married to Francis Higgins in San 
Francisco, Cal., February 28, 1907. 

C—Mabel Spedden, b. July 28, 1885, near Pataha City, 
Wash.; married to Lee Robert Carper, in San Francisco, 
February 28, 1915. 

D—Percy Monroe Spedden, b. June 6,1887, at Astoria, Ore. 
(Two other children of Meleena Elizabeth Thomson and 
R. R. Spedden died young and are buried in the old fam-
ily burying ground at Elm Spring, Pettis County, Mis. 
souri). 
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